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We’ve all experienced it: life was wonderful 
and everything seemed to be going along 
smoothly. Life was moving forward with no 
conflicts or stress. And then, it happened. A 
phone call reporting an accident or death. 
Your child or parent has gotten sick. A job 
has been lost … Whatever it was, things 
changed for you and your family. There was 
no going back to before. 

I imagine that Peter and the Apostles 
experienced that same sinking feeling when 
they heard Jesus say that he would have to 
suffer and die. After all, things had been 
going so well for Jesus and his friends as 
they traveled from town to town, teaching 
the crowds and healing the sick. This 
Sunday’s gospel falls at the half-way point 
of Mark’s Gospel and signals a turning 
point as Jesus begins his journey to 

Jerusalem, where he will eventually suffer 
betrayal, rejection, and torture, before 
dying on a cross. 

 For Peter and many of Jesus’ other 
followers, the Christos — the Messiah or 
“anointed one” — would be the long-
awaited king who would bring justice and 
prosperity to the oppressed People of Israel. 
But Jesus makes it clear that he is not that 
kind of messiah and his followers won’t 
enjoy royal privileges. 

Jesus explains that, if those traveling with 
him are to be true disciples, they will have 
to imitate his example: “Whoever wishes to 
come after me must deny himself, take up 
his cross, and follow me.” 

By telling us to “take up” our cross, Jesus 
isn’t saying that we have to meekly submit 

to unfair treatment and suffering or 
embrace a blind “offer it up” sort of 
spirituality. While there may be 
opportunities for grace, “the cross” is not 
illness, sad events, or even disaster.  

There is nothing particularly Christian 
about many of the challenges we face in 
daily life. As we embrace the cross and 
accept the consequences of following Jesus 
the Christ, we can find comfort and 
strength in the knowledge that the cross 
was not the end for Jesus and it is not the 
end of our story either. Jesus conquered 
death. The Resurrection transforms the 
cross — his and ours — into a sign of hope 
and life. “Whoever loses his life for my sake 
and that of the gospel will save it,” He says. 
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To the family  

and loved ones of      

         Richard Targosky Sr.,  

our heartfelt  

condolences. 

Banns of Marriage  
St. Francis Xavier Church  

https://dwc.org/


To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency, or you may confidentially contact W.Va. 
Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In 
addition to contacting civil authorities, report 
suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the diocese 
at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  
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