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Christians did a great disservice to 
themselves when they lost touch 
with Israel’s Shema prayer: “Hear, O 
Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord 
alone!” Jesus was very familiar with this 
prayer and references it in his teaching 
on the commandments. It is a constant 
reminder that God alone is God, a 
lesson of which we must be reminded 
regularly. Only God can be our true 
north. There are no substitutes. 
 
Jesus makes a big point of intimately 
linking the love of neighbor with the 
love of God. Acts of kindness are 
important. Many people’s lives get 
turned around as a result of them. We 
read such stories all the time: a food-

service employee reaching out to 
someone who is hurting, a classmate 
standing up for someone who is bullied, 
and the lonely, homeless, and friendless 
human being comforted by someone 
who truly cares. But are these random 
acts of kindness enough to fulfill Jesus’ 
commandment? As good and effective 
as these gestures are, they alone are not 
enough. Being a devout believer is about 
attending to our relationships. Jesus 
wants to make sure we have the first one 
straightened out so that we can properly 
attend to the others. This is where 
religion steps in. A good, healthy 
religion inspires, cultivates, and 
nurtures our relationship with God so 
that it pervades and influences all our 

other relationships, including those with 
our neighbor.  
 
Jesus stands before us today and 
eloquently details the beautiful first and 
second commandments. When we 
respond to him will he be able to affirm 
that we did so with understanding? 
More importantly, could Jesus, as he 
did the scribe, confidently tell us that we 
are not far from the Kingdom of God? 
We need to hear, once again, who God is 
and who we are so that we can fittingly 
and properly live with one another.  
 
Fr. Mark Suslenko /edited LPi 

Jacques Joseph Tissot (1836 –  1902)  
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  

Please report suspected child sexual abuse to your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact W.Va. Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to contacting 
civil authorities, report suspected cases of sexual 
abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the diocese at 888.434.6237 
or 304.233.0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under 
“Accountability” for additional information. 

https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=3ff87398-fcb3-47f4-b21c-326fba7e8de3&custom-templates=
http://www.dwc.org
https://dwc.org/
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Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442
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