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Picture yourself in the scene of today’s 
Gospel. Many of us can resonate with the 
response of these disciples — ‘amazed,’ 
and ‘exceedingly astonished,’ or from 
another perspective, shocked and 
perplexed — because they are our own 
responses today when Jesus teaches. The 
poverty that Jesus invites His followers 
into can run in opposition to the “self-
made man” perspective of the American 
culture. Cardinal Cantalamessa describes 
four aspects of this Evangelical Poverty: 
material poverty as a social phenomenon 
to be addressed (as in combating world 
hunger); material poverty as an 
evangelical position to be embraced (as in 
radical frugality and simplicity of life); 
spiritual poverty as an evil to be fought 
(as in deliverance ministry); and spiritual 

poverty as an ideal to strive for (as in St. 
Therese of Lisieux). Evangelical poverty 
is the pursuit of a characteristic of the 
heart, a quality of our being that ennobles 
the effort to attain it. 

We find this quality beautifully 
exemplified in the life of St. Francis of 
Assisi. As his material needs decreased 
his capacity for enjoyment increased. It is 
written that the poorer Francis became, 
the less cramped was his soul. Jesus’ 
invitation here is to embrace the upside 
down perspective of being his follower.  

 Somewhere in between destitution and 
opulence lies the balance for Jesus’ 
invitation to Gospel poverty. The “nah-
uh, Jesus” response that so many of us 
have to these ideas is indicative of the 

impossibility of being a follower of Jesus 
on our own power. That’s why Jesus gives 
his followers grace and the empowerment 
of the Holy Spirit in order to attain the 
lofty heights of virtue. We cannot do it on 
our own; our attachments to carnality, 
pleasures, and possessions, as well as the 
fickleness and frailty of our flawed 
character are indeed strong and difficult 
to surrender unless we are convinced that 
something greater is available and worth 
the sacrifice. But Jesus’ offer of salvation 
and eternal life is available to all without 
hesitation or reserve … how shall we 
respond today? 
  
Br. John Marmion Villa (edited) 
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        To the Blatt Family         

          upon the loss of    

          Marilyn Bloise, 

  our heartfelt  

     condolences.  



PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  

https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=3ff87398-fcb3-47f4-b21c-326fba7e8de3&custom-templates=
RedCrossBlood.org
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