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“The heavens declare the glory of God ...” Psalm 19:8  

Sunset on the Ridge - Photograph by Mike Derrow 

There are some who will say we have lost 
our Christian axis to a world of “anything 
goes” --that we are losing touch with 
benchmarks meant to keep present in us a 
sense of both grace and sin. Acceptable 
ethical and moral behaviors are no longer 
understood or clear.  

Jesus’ display at the Temple teaches us 
about losing touch with moral and ethical 
benchmarks, especially as given to us in the 
Ten Commandments. We must be sure to 
see the Ten Commandments as practical 
and wise guideposts to effective living. We 
must be sure not to live on “relativism 
island,” where it is only suggestion to “love 
and do no harm.” While Jesus most 
certainly emphasized love above anything 

else, the love of which Jesus spoke is more 
demanding and complex. It establishes an 
intimate connection with God, neighbor, 
self, and creation. Because this love, who is 
God Himself, is at the foundational core of 
our lives, it requires actions and attitudes 
that serve to build up, increase, and free up 
those relationships. Love requires proper 
conduct. Preserving and enhancing these 
love-centered relationships is at the heart 
of the Ten Commandments. 

The Ten Commandments can save the 
world from turmoil and conflict by 
instilling basic moral and relational 
principles within us. They also hold a 
healthy sense of sin in balance and always 
remind us of our relationship with God and 

the freedom God offers. Our faith preserves 
these jewels of truth that are too often 
looked beyond, dismissed altogether, or 
even removed from public view. Our 
Lenten journey, especially when embarked 
upon with sincerity and resolve, can restore 
all our essential relationships. When we get 
absorbed in life’s preoccupations and 
demands, things can quickly get distorted, 
and we can find ourselves way off track. In 
short, we find ourselves in sin. We need 
only to look around us, at the glory of God’s 
creation, to renew our connection to Him 
and to living that is solidly grounded in  
moral and ethical principles that keep us 
connected to God and to each other.  
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To the family  

and loved ones of     

         David Wiethe,  

our heartfelt  

condolences. 

  To the family and  

    loved ones of     

     Helen Remke,  

      our heartfelt  

       condolences.  With 
Sympathy 

https://bustedhalo.com/video/virtual-stations-of-the-cross


PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  
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“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”
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CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
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Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org




