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As we look at our lives and world events, 
do we ever find ourselves wondering if 
God is sleeping? After all, maybe God’s 
patient, unconditional love has run its 
course and He is finally fed up with 
humanity’s reluctance to accept the 
truth about who we are.  
 
Maybe the storms and the waves are 
necessary. If we listen, they can teach us 
valuable lessons. Without them, we 
would never learn that we have the 
strength to endure, understand the 
uselessness of fear and worry, or 
develop the ability to really trust. If God 
immediately rushed in and simply 
calmed things down before they got 
difficult, what good would that really 
be? We would miss opportunities to 

learn how to drink more deeply of life, 
treasure its complexity, irony, and 
beauty and fully engage ourselves in 
surrendering to the love of our Creator. 
It is easy to walk on the surface of life 
without immersing ourselves in its 
messiness. Life has to burn its way 
through us in order to bring us to a 
place of secure trust. 
 
That’s the balancing act that comes with 
faith. It is not God’s job to prevent us 
from encountering the torrential rains 
and winds of life. Many believe that if 
faith is done the right way God will 
provide for smooth sailing.  That’s not 
how it works.  God permits us to ride 
out the difficult stuff knowing that the 

storm will eventually be calmed. True 
faith trusts in the steadfastness of God’s 
love when the seas are calm and when 
they are choppy. God’s unconditional 
loving presence shines through all of it 
and endures forever. Knowing this 
allows us to put our boats out into 
unchartered waters without hesitation.  
Knowing that we prefer the comfort and 
safety of what we know to be still 
waters, how do we feel when Jesus says, 
“Let us cross to the other side”? 
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Jesus Stifling the Tempest - James Tissot (1836 –1902) 
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The Sanctuary  
Candle 

beside the tabernacle burns   
this week for  

Barbara Myers  
From 

 Her daughter Cindy  

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 
The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 
The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 
The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 
When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was 
complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad  

- Author Unknown 
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To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency, or you may confidentially contact W.Va. 
Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In 
addition to contacting civil authorities, report 
suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the diocese 
at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  
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Office: 4676 Waynesburg Pike
Moundsville, WV 26041

Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org




