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The Spirit drove Jesus into the desert--the 
very same Spirit who gave life to Jesus in 
Mary, and who descended upon Jesus in his 
baptism. The Spirit drove Jesus into the 
desert to be tempted by Satan and 
surrounded by beasts for 40 days. How is 
this possible? How could God make God 
absolutely suffer? How could God make God 
confront evil so directly? Both of these 
realities are part of the exact purpose of 
Jesus’ life: to take on our flesh and our 
struggles and triumph over them. 

Seeing Jesus tempted here helps us to 
understand his full humanity. God made 
God suffer so that we could relate to Him. 
Each of us struggles with temptation daily, 
and it is standard to often feel alone in that 
battle. The “wilderness” and “beasts” are 
metaphorical representations of the chaos 
and obstacles which impede on us as we 

stumble through life, bearing our burdens. 
The ability to turn to scripture and see Jesus 
facing the same difficulties is a comforting 
reminder that we are not alone in our 
struggles. In Jesus’ example, in fact, we find 
that the wilderness is not a place to be 
feared, but one of great hope. It is a place of 
revelation and of intimacy. In our darkest 
moments, when we are alone and most in 
need of God, He appears to us. Yes, Jesus 
was by himself among beasts, exhausted 
from battling Satan’s temptations, but at the 
same time “…the angels ministered to 
[Jesus].” God was on his side, and for this 
reason, Jesus emerged from the wilderness 
in proclamation. 

Jesus remained in a dark place for 40 days 
confronting his temptations in the fullness  
of his humanity. Now we begin that Lenten 
journey. Angels ministered to Jesus 

throughout this battle. We, too, are never 
alone in our struggles. God reaches out to us 
in intimacy with a yearning to create, heal, 
and nourish a personal relationship with 
each of us, especially within our darkest 
moments. After 40 days of restless 
confrontation, Jesus returned to Galilee, 
proclaiming the Good News to all who would 
hear it: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel.” 
We pay heed to this advice when 
participating intentionally in the Lenten 
season. As we work on ourselves, we strive to 
experience an intimacy with God in the 
wilderness that transforms our hearts and 
sends us off in proclamation – firm in both 
our faith and our desire to share it.                                        

©The Torch Project - Purdue (edited) 

sfxmoundsville@comcast.net

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&biw=1536&bih=722&ei=nLQtYOLsMtWj5NoPl7yYmA4&q=Briton+Rivi%C3%A8re+%281840-1920%29&oq=Briton+Rivi%C3%A8re+%281840-1920%29&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EANQ-mdY-mdgkXFoAHAAeACAAX2IAdQBkgEDMS4xmAEAoAEBqgEHZ3dzLXdpesABAQ&sclient
mailto:sfxmoundsville@comcast.net
http://www.sfxmoundsville.org
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
mailto:sfxmoundsville@comcast.net
https://www.Facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/1?12


†

†

†

†

†

†

†

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Augustus-Tolton
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Augustus-Tolton
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Augustus-Tolton
https://bit.ly/3u3Cu8E


 Calendar of Events 

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency or confidentially contact W.Va. Child 
Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
contacting civil authorities, please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  

CLICK BELOW TO 

VISIT 

kofc.org/joinus 

enter the code 

MCGIVNEY 2020 

Knights of Columbus 
 

FREE ONLINE MEMBERSHIP 

       FOR THE  

    FIRST YEAR 
regular dues $30/year 

ONGOING 

UNTIL 11:59 p.m. ET 

JUNE 30 
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