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“From silly devotions and sour-faced 
saints, good Lord, deliver us!" (St. Teresa 
of Avila.) 

We’ve all heard the adage, “Laughter is 
the best medicine.” In many ways, it 
really is. When was the last time you 
really laughed? The gift of imagination 
allows us to see possible things that are 
yet to be. Imagine a world filled with 
laughter. We take life too seriously 
sometimes. Fear, uncertainty, pressure, 
negativity, disappointment, and myriad 
other human experiences can rob us of 
the joy needed for laughter. God never 
promised us an easy road, and we do 
have to take the course of our lives 
seriously. However, there is a balance to 

be sought and a possible joy that can be 
brought even to the darkest and most 
challenging of encounters. 

St. Therese of Lisieux reminds us that, 
“Joy is not found in the material objects 
surrounding us but in the inner recesses 
of the soul. One can possess joy in a 
prison cell as well as in a palace.” Falling 
in love with God, who is present in all of 
creation, allows us to bring a depth of 
understanding to everything we 
experience. We can more easily see above 
and beyond things while pursuing the 
only One who can truly satisfy our hearts. 
When we realize God is in our midst, 
there is no misfortune to fear. We can 
celebrate God’s gift of joy.  

We celebrate today with joy and hearts 
filled with expectation, wonder, and 
beauty as we ready ourselves for the 
coming of our Savior. Do not fear and do 
not be discouraged. If you haven’t 
laughed in a while, why? Rejoice and 
laugh in the presence of God! It really is 
the best medicine.  

“Go ahead, laugh! Live your life with joy 
and serve the Lord with laughter! Joy, 
with peace, is the sister of charity. Serve 
the Lord with laughter.” (St. Padre Pio)  
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  

Please report suspected child sexual abuse to your 
local law enforcement agency, or you may 
confidentially contact W.Va. Child Protective 
Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to contacting 
civil authorities, report suspected cases of sexual 
abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-
Charleston to the diocese at 888.434.6237 
or 304.233.0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under 
“Accountability” for additional information. 

 

HOLIDAY NOTES 

https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=3ff87398-fcb3-47f4-b21c-326fba7e8de3&custom-templates=
http://www.dwc.org
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HISTORIC CENTER HISTORIC CENTER WHEELING MARKET HOUSEWHEELING MARKET HOUSE
2226 Market St. • Wheeling2226 Market St. • Wheeling

304-232-8510304-232-8510

304-845-4974
Rt 88 at Garvins Lane

 • 5 X 10
 • 10 X 10
 • 10 X 20

Office: 4676 Waynesburg Pike
Moundsville, WV 26041

Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org

Lorri Grisell • 304-905-6900
www.lorrigrisellinsurance.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, Mortgage, Financial Services
12 W. Bethlehem Blvd. • Wheeling, WV  26003

NMLS # 1437723
 Rocket Professional Mortgage

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Contact Jason Novicky
to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6542 




