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If you had been alive when Jesus walked 
the earth, would you have believed in him? 
If you had seen him with your own eyes 
and heard him speak, would you have 
followed him? Would you have left behind 
your old ideas about religion and society to 
put faith in a man who claimed to not only 
be the Messiah but the Son of God? 
These questions help us to understand 
some of the struggles the people of Jesus’ 
day must have faced when confronted with 
his preaching. He claimed not only to 
know God but to be God. For this reason, 
so many of the people of his day had 
trouble understanding and believing in 
him. Nonetheless, many did come to 
believe in Jesus. What did they know that 
many of the religious leaders didn’t know? 

How were Jesus’ disciples different from 
the crowds that rejected him and later 
called for him to be crucified? Jesus speaks 
about this in today’s Gospel. Believing in 
him is a gift from the Father. As Jesus puts 
it, “No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draw him…” Those 
who accepted Jesus’ teaching and followed 
him did so because they had been given 
faith directly from God. For some 
mysterious reason known only to God 
Himself, they received a special gift of 
faith—the bread of life. 
 
The same is true for us in our day. Why is 
it that the Gospel message is so compelling 
to us? The simple fact is that we have been 
given the light of faith.  

This is a very important truth for us to 
consider. Faith is a gift. It is not something 
we have achieved or a title we have earned. 
It comes to us directly from the Father. We 
are accountable to God about how we put 
it to use. Have we loved others, served the 
poor, counseled the doubtful, and guided 
the lost by the light we have received?  
 
Jesus warns us that much will be expected 
from those to whom much has been given. 
We have been given the greatest treasure 
of all — faith in the Son of God. How are 
we putting that gift to use to draw others to 
Jesus? 
 
Douglas Sousa for LPi/edited 
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The Lord has redeemed       

all of us, all of us,  

with the blood of Christ. 

Everyone! 

             Pope Francis 



To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency, or you may confidentially contact W.Va. 
Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In 
addition to contacting civil authorities, report 
suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the diocese 
at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  

 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  

http://www.dwc.org
https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=3ff87398-fcb3-47f4-b21c-326fba7e8de3&custom-templates=
https://www.vaccines.gov/search/
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Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.
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