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They are courageous, wise women who 
ground us, focus us, and inspire us. They are 
the good mothers who walk with us and 
light our way. They teach us life lessons and 
help us heal and navigate through 
challenges and difficulties. We need people 
to point the way. Sometimes, these wise 
ladies are not our mothers but women in our 
lives, who through their strong and faithful 
presence, anchor us and remind us that we 
are loved. We need these women. Human 
beings do their best when they have 
cheerleaders in their lives. They show us 
that even when facing despair there is 
always a brighter tomorrow. 

Jesus needed his mother. She had to be that 
faithful anchor, that guiding presence, in his 

life. Jesus needed to be affirmed and 
encouraged just like any other human being, 
and Mary had to be there, right by his side, 
doing precisely that. Even when her heart 
was pierced as he was nailed to a tree, she 
did not give up hope. Most certainly, she 
continued to wait, watch, hope, and love 
until he took his final breath. That’s what 
mothers do. Even when their heart breaks, 
they persevere. 

Today, our Blessed Mother is our 
cheerleader once again. Taken up to heaven 
in body and soul, she points to and directs 
us toward our final destiny. Life eternal 
waits! Any disappointment, fear, or anxiety 
can be set aside as she gently reassures us of 
God’s love and promise. Always a mother 

filled with grace and hope, she calls us to 
reaffirm our faith in God and in the gifts we 
have each been given. We can persevere and 
do what we need to do to live life well, with 
faith, hope, and love as our guiding lights. 
Knowing who we are and who we will one 
day become helps us to better chart the 
course and direction of our earthly lives. 
Looking to the example of our Blessed 
Mother, we receive the assurance we need. 
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Top: Sr. Agatha and Carolyn Gordon enjoy the setting as 
Andrew embraces his grandmother, Sharon Andrews, with 
his grandfather, Tom Andrews, standing alongside. 
Bottom: Enjoying fellowship and food! 

We send all our parish 
young people best wishes  
for a wonderful school year! 
STAY kind, WORK  hard, 
GIVE joy, and KEEP God’s 
love in your hearts always. 



To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency, or you may confidentially contact W.Va. 
Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In 
addition to contacting civil authorities, report 
suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the diocese 
at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  
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“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com
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Funeral Homes & Crematory
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Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org
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