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Temptation does not need to be our 
enemy. It can become a means to 
salvation! St. Basil remarks, “As the 
pilot of a vessel is tried in the storm, as 
the wrestler is tried in the ring, the 
soldier in the battle and the hero in 
adversity, so is the Christian tried in 
temptation.” Here is the reason for 
Lent: to make temptation our friend. 
There is no doubt that we sin, even 
though we often prefer to forget or deny 
that fact. We are sinners. Given that 
fact, every temptation becomes an 
opportunity to choose either for grace or 
sin. The more we can choose virtue over 
vice, good over evil, truth over lies, and 
others over ourselves, the stronger we 

will become. Properly confronting and 
dealing with temptation builds Christian 
character. Ironically, when we build 
strong Christian character, we gain 
control and satisfaction. They come 
from within. 

Ryan Stevenson performs a great song 
titled “Eye of the Storm.” Life will 
always present us with challenges, lures, 
and promises to tempt us, causing us to 
succumb to weakness. But when we put 
God first and give God proper thanks 
and worship, we are given a strong 
anchor and no longer need to be afraid. 
“In the eye of the storm, you remain in 
control. And in the middle of the war, 

you guard my soul. You alone are the 
anchor when my sails are torn. Your 
love surrounds me in the eye of the 
storm.” What we ultimately need more 
of is love. What we need less of are the 
cheap imitations that look like it. Love, 
who is God, fortifies us and keeps us 
from falling. We come to know and 
believe that we are guided and led, kept 
and sustained by a God who is 
incredibly in love with all he has made. 
We need to own this truth, and it must 
be born in our souls.  

Excerpted: Fr. Mark Suslenko for LPi. 

 GOSPEL MEDITATION: MAKE TEMPTATION OUR FRIEND 

MARCH 6, 2022 | First Sunday of Lent 

Jesus Tempted in the Wilderness (Jésus tenté dans le désert) 

 James Tissot (1836–1902)  

mailto:sfxmoundsville@comcast.net
https://www.ryanstevensonmusic.com/eye-of-the-storm
https://www.brooklynmuseum.org/opencollection/objects/4453


 

 
 

 
Homebound: Rachel Kerekes,       
Doris Murphy, Phyllis Prado. 
 
 

Nursing Homes: Hazel Markey,         
Katie Renshaw, Joan Weekly,              
Alma VanSyoc, Ron Flading,              
Barb Meyer, Mary Yanen,  
Raymond Pennybacker 
 
 

 

 

Recently Sick Bobby Kleinedler,  
Sami Wilson, Anna Mae Veronis 
Holliday, Kathryn Ferrera, Danielle 
Wilson, Loretta Saporito, Mary Stees, 
Judith Harbert, Annalyn Liette, 
Sandina Leonard, Deanne Ferraro, 
Debbie Hand, Georgia Pettit, Lida 
Schellhase, Carmina Oakland,         
Bob Shutler.

 WORSHIP & OUTREACH 

 
 

 

MAR 5 SATURDAY  
4:00 p.m. Semon Prado†  
 Pamela & Robert Lantz 

MAR 6 SUNDAY  
8:00 a.m. For peace in        

Eastern Europe 

10:00 a.m. Mike & Jean Yurisko†  
 Bill & Kim Yurisko 

MAR 7 MONDAY 
8:00 a.m.  Semon Prado†  
 Pam Maxwell 

MAR 8 TUESDAY 
8:00 a.m.  John (Jack) Helfer†   

 Kathryn Helfer 

MAR 9  WEDNESDAY  
8:00 a.m.  Helfer Family†                    

 Kathryn Helfer 

MAR 10 THURSDAY  
8:00 a.m.  Jim and Cathy Iaconis†  

 Margaret E. Kendrach 

MAR 11 FRIDAY 
8:00 a.m.  Robert Balgo† 

 Kathleen Patrello 

MAR 12  SATURDAY  
4:00 p.m. Frank Curia†  

 Curia Family 

MAR 13  SUNDAY  
8:00 a.m. In gratitude for   

George Smithberger 

 Sr. Mary Ann Spangler 

10:00 a.m. Dennis Romanoski†  
 Suzanne & Bruce Artimez 

 
St. Frassati and a Fervor for Faith 

Favorite Saints Series 

 
CONTACT US 
Church Office: 304-845-1593 
Xavier Hall: 304-845-7080 
Rev. That Son Ngoc Nguyen: 
Pastor | 408-858-7467 
Email: sfxmoundsville@comcast.net 
Website: sfxmoundsville.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/
StFrancisXavierMoundsville 

 

In what we 
expect to be our 
final installment 
of the Favorite 

Saints Series, we hope this story will 
inspire everyone to learn more about 
this 20th century saint considered a 
perfect model for Lenten devotion. 
 

Some saints leave a strong 
impression. Maybe it’s their 
incredible sacrifices, devotion, or 
bravery. Maybe there’s just 
something relatable about them.  
Pier Giorgio Frassati is one of those 
saints. 
Pier Giorgio’s friends called him an 
explosion of joy. Mountain climbing, 
music, practical jokes, and political 
debates were among his many 
passions. With film-star looks, 
common-sense intelligence, and 
amazing athleticism, Pier Giorgio 
Frassati had every reason to pursue 
worldly success. He chose to focus 
on higher goals instead. He modeled 
an excitement for life, a desire to 
help others, and a devotion to family 
— both on earth and in heaven.  
He also loved to go to confession—
so much so that he went every day. 
In her book Finding Frassati and 
Following His Path to Holiness, 
Christine M. Wohar tells a story of a 
priest getting caught off guard when 
asked to hear Pier Giorgio’s 
confession—on the street. The priest 
was walking when Pier Giorgio just 
appeared and asked. The priest said 
yes but was distracted by the busy 
street. Frassati, however, became 
oblivious to everything around them 
and gave his confession. This story 
teaches us much about how to seek 
God. It also gives a glimpse of what 

made Pier Giorgio unique. He 
approached God so spontaneously! 
Even from a practical point of view 
we aren’t likely to experience a 
spontaneous sidewalk confession. 
Still, there’s nothing stopping us 
from visiting our local parish to seek 
forgiveness and divine assistance 
with the same fervor as Pier Giorgio. 
It is written that he approached God 
more frequently to purify his soul, 
and he sought advice from each 
confessor so that he could live the 
Christian life more deeply and 
possess the Lord’s peace.  
That very notion of “possessing the 
Lord’s peace” is what we strive to 
achieve during Lenten season. Pray 
we can follow the spirit of St. Frassati. 
 

Excerpted, edited, compiled: 
Aleteia.com and Amazon Books. 

MASS  
SCHEDULE 
Weekends: 

Saturday - 4 p.m.   
Sunday - 8 a.m.,       

10 a.m. 
Weekdays: 

Monday - Friday  
8 a.m. 

Holy Days:  
8 a.m., 7 p.m. 

STAFF 
Secretary:  
Sr. Agatha  
Munyanyi, SJI 
 

Bookkeeper:  
Susan Board 
 

Bulletin Editor:  
Kathy Swift 
 

DRE: Mary Helen 
Marling 

“Thousands of Catholics in West 
Virginia no longer walk with us in faith. 
… Do we want our Church in the 
Mountain State to disappear? Our 
absent brothers and sisters have many 
reasons for staying away. We cannot 
judge their faith; only God can do that, 
but we miss them. In many instances, 
with good will and mutual cooperation, 
even serious problems can be 
resolved.”  
     Bishop Mark Brennan, Lenten Letter 2022 

mailto:sfxmoundsville@comcast.net
http://www.sfxmoundsville.org
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
https://www.sophiainstitute.com/products/item/finding-frassati
https://www.sophiainstitute.com/products/item/finding-frassati


 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
(CONFESSIONS): 
Sat. 3:30 p.m. or upon request. 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
By appointment. Contact the parish office 
at least six months before the date of the 
marriage. Pre-Cana is required. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (PSR): 
Sundays during the school term at 9:00 
a.m. -  9:50 a.m. Grades 1-12. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
By appointment. The diocese requires 
instructions beforehand  for parents or 
guardians. Contact the parish office. 
 
REGISTRATION, CHURCH SUPPORT: 
Parishioners should be properly 
registered at the parish office.  
Please be sure to update your 
information when you move or change 
phone numbers. 

 NEWS & COMMUNITY 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

 CALENDAR 
11 a.m.  

to 
5 p.m. 

  FRIDAY FISH FRIES  
          Xavier Hall 

Fridays 
During Lent 

6:30 p.m. 

STATIONS  
OF THE CROSS 

 March 5  
& March 6 

GIFTS FROM THE  
HOLY LAND  

Wednesday  
A.M. March 9 

  

Thursday P.M. 
March 10  

EXODUS: CALLED           
TO FREEDOM 

10-week Bible Study 
Church Hall 

Wednesday 
March 16 
5:30 p.m. 

FINANCE COUNCIL 
MEETING 

Parish Office 

Sunday 
March 27 

PENANCE SERVICE 
Fr. Naegele Speaker 

Friday  
April 8 

LIVING STATIONS      
WITH PARISH YOUTH 

CAMP CARLO EARLY-BIRD RATE     
DEADLINE  THURSDAY -  JUNE 1 

CampCarlowv.org 

Wednesdays 
11:30 a.m. to 

1:30 p.m. 

LINE DANCING 
WITH LOTTIE 

 

VFW Moundsville 

Report suspected child sexual abuse to local 
law enforcement and at 800-352-6513.  

SCHEDULES  MARCH 12 & 13  
LECTORS / EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

4:00 p.m. A. Wise  / J. Fecat 
8:00 a.m. R. Hess / J. Hess 
10:00 a.m. L. Remke / P. Remke 

ALTAR SERVERS 
Please volunteer 

SACRISTY  
Jenny Ingram / Daunel Gump 

OFFERING   FEB. 20, 2022 

Envelopes $3,349.20 
Loose Offering $396.00 
Church Repair $20.00 
Xavier Hall $12.00 
OTHER COLLECTIONS:  
U.S. Church Missions $60.00 

Black/Indian Missions $80.00 

Online Giving $25.40 

Attendance 204 

OUR PARISH WILL DONATE  
$100 TOWARD  

REGISTRATION FEES FOR                      
OUR CHILDREN. 

OUR FISH FRIES NEED DESSERTS! 
Our parish fish fries are 
without a doubt the 
best, and what helps 
make them that way 
are the scrumptious 
desserts. Please help out and drop 
off donations Friday mornings at 
Xavier Hall. Thank you! 

ST. JOSEPH’S YEAR ENDING     
WITH CELEBRATION 

Join the faithful from around 
West Virginia in Charleston the 
weekend of March 18 to celebrate 
the ending of the Year of Saint 
Joseph. Festivities will take place 
at the St. John XXIII Pastoral 
Center and the Basilica of the     
Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.  
For detailed information and to 
register visit: dwc.org/pilgrimage/ 

GIFTS FROM THE HOLY LAND 
olive wood carvings will be for sale 
this weekend. Proceeds help 200 
Christian families working toward 
peace in the Holy Land.  

RESOURCES FOR LENT 
 

Dynamic Catholic “Best Lent Ever”      
DynamicCatholic.org  

 

Bishop Barron Gospel Reflection 
WordonFire.org  

 

Formed - Catholic Faith On Demand 
formed.org  

 

Living Lent Daily  
Living Lent Daily | Loyola Press  

FR. GARY NAEGELE WILL SPEAK 
about examination of conscience 
as part the Lenten penance 
service here at St. Francis Xavier  
Sunday, March 27, at 4 p.m. 
Fathers Arul, Doney and That Son 
also will hear confessions.  

REMEMBER ST. JOSEPH ALTAR 
decorations can be brought to 
church starting March 11. 

Loving God, 
We pray especially for the        
children of Ukraine, who are     
suffering and afraid, that you     
will be close to them and protect 
them. We know they do not     
understand. Give them strength 
and hope.  Amen. 

A priest says Mass in a subway car used as a bunker. 

SFX PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 
Chairman John Sicurella would 
like to meet with members 
Wednesday, March 16, at 5:30 p.m. 
in the church office.  

https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=3ff87398-fcb3-47f4-b21c-326fba7e8de3&custom-templates=
https://www.CampCarlowv.org
https://dwc.org/pilgrimage/
https://www.DynamicCatholic.org
https://www.WordonFire.org
https://www.formed.org
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/lent/living-lent-daily/?utm_source=cfflist&utm_medium=email&utm_content=202101&utm_campaign=cff
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HISTORIC CENTER HISTORIC CENTER WHEELING MARKET HOUSEWHEELING MARKET HOUSE
2226 Market St. • Wheeling2226 Market St. • Wheeling

304-232-8510304-232-8510

304-845-4974
Rt 88 at Garvins Lane

	 •	 5 X 10
	 •	10 X 10
	 •	10 X 20

Office: 4676 Waynesburg Pike
Moundsville, WV 26041

Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org

Lorri Grisell • 304-905-6900
www.lorrigrisellinsurance.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, Mortgage, Financial Services
12 W. Bethlehem Blvd. • Wheeling, WV  26003

NMLS # 1437723
 Rocket Professional Mortgage

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Contact Jason Novicky
to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6542 


