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It’s all so ordinary that we can easily 
miss it. The seagulls hunting and diving 
for mollusks at the beach offer a display 
of determination and precision as they 
gather their food for the day. It’s simply 
what these creatures do. Yet, there’s a 
magical artfulness and skill to their 
work that speaks volumes about the One 
who breathed life into their being. This 
is pretty much the way it is with God’s 
presence. God comes in common ways 
through common things and ordinary 
people. If we’re looking for God to come 
in an event that is so dramatic and 
intense that it knocks our socks off, then 
think again. When pondering God’s 
relationship with His people and God’s 

action in our lives, we have to go back to 
the stable and the recurring, creative, 
unending power of God’s presence. It 
was a quiet, run of the mill kind of 
night. There was nothing spectacular or 
extraordinary. To the naked eye, a 
woman gave birth to a child and there 
wasn’t anything extraordinary to see. 
We have a hard time understanding 
God’s ordinary ways. Jesus grew up in 
an ordinary town, had neighbors and 
did normal human things.  
 
God’s life-giving presence continues to 
sustain that seagull in flight and keep all 
things in being regardless of whether we 
have the faith to see and understand 

this. Our personal agendas, 
preconceived ideas, misconceptions, 
and expectations can often cause us to 
be hardened and blinded to what God is 
doing or desiring to do. While God 
continues to do what he has done for all 
eternity, faith is needed for God’s 
presence to bear fruit. The blinders we 
wear and the expectations we bring to 
life can often prevent us from seeing 
graced moments that radiate with God’s 
graceful presence. They also prevent 
God’s transforming, healing, and hope 
filled vision for our world from being 
realized.  
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      To the families 

      and loved ones of     

   Barbara Myers  

     and  

Betty Lou (Cook) 

Dellget Kerns   

our heartfelt  

   condolences. 
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To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency, or you may confidentially contact W.Va. 
Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In 
addition to contacting civil authorities, report 
suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of 
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the diocese 
at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  

 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  
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Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org

Lorri Grisell • 304-905-6900
www.lorrigrisellinsurance.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, Mortgage, Financial Services
12 W. Bethlehem Blvd. • Wheeling, WV  26003

NMLS # 1437723
 Rocket Professional Mortgage
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