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O n this last Sunday before 
Christmas, our Gospel reading 

prepares us to witness Christ's birth by 
showing us how Jesus was recognized as 
Israel's long-awaited Messiah even 
before his birth. The Gospel turns our 
attention from the ministry of John the 
Baptist to the events that preceded John 
the Baptist's birth. The story of John the 
Baptist and his parents, Elizabeth and 
Zechariah, are reported only in Luke's 
Gospel. Luke pairs the birth of John the 
Baptist and Jesus, establishing John's 
early connection to the Messiah. 
 
Mary, after the announcement of Jesus' 
birth by the angel Gabriel, visits 

Elizabeth, her cousin, who is also with 
child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full 
recognition of the roles that they and 
their unborn children will play in God's 
plan for salvation. If we were to 
continue to read the verses that follow 
in Luke's Gospel, we would hear Mary 
respond to Elizabeth's greeting with her 
song of praise, the Magnificat. Both 
women recall and echo God's history of 
showing favor upon the people of Israel. 
 
It is appropriate in this season of 
Advent that we consider the role of 
Mary in God's plan of salvation. 
Elizabeth describes Mary as the first 
disciple, as the one who believed that 

God's word to her would be fulfilled. 
Mary's faith enabled her to recognize 
the work of God in her people's history 
and in her own life. Her openness to 
God allowed God to work through her so 
that salvation might come to everyone. 
Because of this, Mary is a model and 
symbol of the Church. May we be like 
Mary, open and cooperative in God's 
plan for salvation. 
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4th Sunday 
 Visitation - Fra Angelico (ca 1395–1455)   

mailto:sfxmoundsville@comcast.net
http://www.sfxmoundsville.org
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
http://www.facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
mailto:sfxmoundsville@comcast.net
https://www.Facebook.com/StFrancisXavierMoundsville
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/fang/hd_fang.htm
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The Sanctuary  
Candle 

beside the tabernacle burns   
this week for  

Brenda Kurko and  
Frank Gayda from Family 

http://www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org
https://dwc.org/


PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

 HOLIDAY NOTES 

https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=3ff87398-fcb3-47f4-b21c-326fba7e8de3&custom-templates=
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Office: 4676 Waynesburg Pike
Moundsville, WV 26041

Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org

Lorri Grisell • 304-905-6900
www.lorrigrisellinsurance.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, Mortgage, Financial Services
12 W. Bethlehem Blvd. • Wheeling, WV  26003

NMLS # 1437723
 Rocket Professional Mortgage
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