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Eustache Le Sueur (1617–1655)

It’s easy to understand the discomfort that
Jesus’ followers seemed to have felt in this
Sunday’s passage from the Gospel of
Mark. After all, the blind man,
Bartimaeus, was causing a spectacle,
shouting at Jesus. But even after the
people in the crowd told him to be quiet,
he kept calling out “all the more, ‘Son of
David, have pity on me.’”
To really get a sense of the importance of
this story, we have to think about where it
falls in the Gospel of Mark. The healing of
the blind Bartimaeus is, in fact, linked to
the healing of another blind man,
recounted only a few chapters earlier
(8:22-26). These two stories form
“bookends” for one of the most important
sections of Mark’s Gospel in which Jesus

tries to help his followers understand who
he is and what his mission really is. But, as
we’ve discovered over the past several
Sundays, the Apostles and the other
disciples don’t seem to be able to
comprehend Jesus’ message or to
understand the true cost and meaning of
discipleship. But then, this Sunday we are
given the story of this blind beggar who
seems to be able to see what the Apostles
cannot. In fact, the physical healing of
Bartimaeus is a powerful reminder that we
can be healed of the blindness of spirit
that sometimes keeps us from following
Jesus with freedom and joy.

sprang up, and came to Jesus.” There is an
energy in his response that wonderfully
exemplifies the enthusiasm that should be
a hallmark of our discipleship. When the
Lord calls, we must be ready to respond.
And because of his faith and willingness to
act, Jesus rewards the blind man by not
only restoring his physical sight but by
empowering him to live out his faith in the
community of disciples.
The invitation for us this Sunday is to
humbly reflect on the ways we might be
spiritually blind by asking ourselves what
habits, attitudes, and ideologies hold us
back from becoming the disciples that
Jesus is calling us to be.

Saint Mark beautifully describes
Bartimaeus’ excitement when Jesus finally
Bro. Silas Henderson, S.D.S./LPi Edited
calls for him, “He threw aside his cloak,
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE
THANK YOU
To report an incidence of suspected child sexual
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement
agency, or you may confidentially contact W.Va.
Child Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In
addition to contacting civil authorities, report
suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the diocese
at 888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880. Please visit
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for
additional information and reporting methods.
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