912 Seventh St., Moundsville, W.VA. 26041

M

any find struggle in Jesus. Some who
consider themselves faithful hail him
in their churches but still struggle to figure
out what to do with him on our streets. The
message is somehow more palatable when
it echoes pious renderings and sentiments
and involves singing hosannas during
worship. It becomes a bit trickier when it
gets to the part about changing the way we
conduct the business of our lives, becoming
more sensitive to the disadvantaged, poor,
and marginalized, and living as servants of
our Loving Creator. Ultimately, it is a
struggle between wanting to be God
ourselves and letting God be God as God is.
That’s why it’s so easy to become
hypocritical. We, like those who hailed
Christ as he arrived in Jerusalem and sent
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Christ to the cross to die, also talk out of
both sides of our mouths. We entertain
what suits us at the time and walk away
from the rest.
Many neglect God’s beautiful creation
because they prefer what humans have
made instead. Progress isn’t seen in
preserving and enhancing what God has
made but replacing it with something we
believe is better and more useful. The
earth, flowers, and animals are all
expendable if they stand in the way of the
“more” we want to achieve. We seek to
remove as many obstacles and hurdles as
possible in search of the easiest, quickest,
and most efficient path we can find. Why
endure insult or injury when we can

retaliate, eliminate or subdue? Why accept
life when it is acceptable to choose
otherwise? We must not resist accepting
the fact that our real Creator has already
given us the blueprints for the life we need
to live in the Beatitudes and in the example
of his Passion.
How would Jesus’ journey have ended if he
lived life as we do? Unless we encounter
the good with the bad, the just with the
unjust, the grace with the sin, the glory
with the cross, the death with the life we
most certainly risk rendering God obsolete.
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He emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
coming in human likeness;
and found human in
appearance,
he humbled himself,
becoming obedient
to the point of death,
even death on a cross.
—Philippians 2:7-8
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HOLY WEEK
INFORMATION

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE
THANK YOU
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