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If you have ever read a book about 
parenting, you know the power inherent 
in presenting choices to a child. No 
matter the method or style, most 
childrearing gurus worth their salt will 
tell you that raising kids is all about 
helping them handle choices. Their life, 
after all, will surely be full of important 
ones, large and small, and the parent 
who seeks to shelter a child from 
making his own choices is living in 
denial of that inevitable future. 
Our God is no different. He is the 
ultimate father — which is precisely 
what sets Him apart from false deities. 
God lets us choose Him. He does not 
trick us. He does not lie in wait. He does 
not blackmail or entrap us. He has all 

the strength in the universe, but He 
does not use an ounce of it to force us to 
do anything. His authority over us is the 
kind that never chafes because it is 
entirely divorced from the concept of 
power. The choice to obey is ours.  
 
In fact, at the single most important 
moment of salvation history — the 
Incarnation — He even gave the Blessed 
Mother a choice. The salvation of 
humanity hung upon the decision of a 
teenage girl to obey the will of God, but 
still, He did not force it upon her.  
 
Ironically, it is the devil who doesn’t 
seem to want to give us a choice — 
probably because he knows that if we 

had a choice, a real and fair choice, we 
would never decide to be separated from 
the love of our Creator, the only One in 
whom our restless hearts can ever find 
rest. It is the devil who wins souls 
through deceit and coercion, who preys 
on feelings of desperation, isolation, and 
confusion. 
 
In the end, believing in God and 
following His laws is making choices, 
and the message for us is the same one 
that sprang from the lips of Simon Peter 
in response to Christ: “Master, to whom 
shall I go? Only you have the words of 
eternal life.” 
 
Excerpted from LPi Connect Reflection                        
by Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

“Master, to whom shall we go?” 
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‘There is no guile in him.’ 
                             Bartholomew, apostle of Christ 
                             Feast Day Aug. 24th 
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PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  
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