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A ny builder worth their salt knows the 
importance of a cornerstone. Properly 

laying and securing this primary unit 
determines how the rest of the project 
unfolds and its success. Cornerstones are 
necessary elements not only of buildings 
but of lives. Many human beings conduct 
the business of their lives paying little 
attention to a grounding reference or 
starting point. Hence, what unfolds is a 
tapestry of relativism, with few anchors or 
guideposts and many impulsive choices. 
Some consider love to be their 
cornerstone. While this may sound 
attractive and useful, the pursuit of love 
without a simultaneous pursuit of its 
source can be shallow and self-focused. 
Just because a person chooses to do no 
harm and love others does not mean that 

they are living in truth and properly 
anchored to the real cornerstone. 
Jesus is the true and authentic 
cornerstone and shepherd. It is only in 
following His teachings as the way, the 
truth, and the life that we can move to 
properly focused moral lives. Proper 
conduct, a true sense of justice, wisdom, 
virtue, moral principles, faith, hope, and 
love are difficult with a true voice. It is 
only the Good Shepherd, the authentic 
and solid cornerstone, who can guide us 
through life’s questions and challenges 
and bring us to the proper pasture. 
 

A person’s life only has meaning when the 
cornerstone is properly selected and set. 
Understanding themselves only as 
random acts of creation, existing without 

intent or purpose, will color their choices 
and influence their decisions. The 
foundation of their lives will be simply a 
matter of preference and choice, leaving 
benchmarks of growth and higher ideals 
optional to pursue. People who follow 
Jesus have an incredible unconditional 
relationship as their source. Their 
allegiance is not to themselves but to their 
Creator. It is only when we finally figure 
the true cornerstone of our lives and 
properly lay it that we can, with God’s 
help, get about the business of properly 
constructing a life temple that endures. 
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“I am the good 

shepherd, and I 

know mine and 

mine know me, 

just as the Father 

knows me and I 

know the Father; 

and I will lay down 

my life; for the 

sheep.” 

Jn 10:14-15 

The Good Shepherd  
(Le bon pasteur) 

James Tissot (1836–1902)  
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St. Catherine of Siena

https://outreach.franciscan.edu/sent-ministries/
https://outreach.franciscan.edu/sent-ministries/
https://franciscan.edu/


 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  
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HISTORIC CENTER HISTORIC CENTER WHEELING MARKET HOUSEWHEELING MARKET HOUSE
2226 Market St. • Wheeling2226 Market St. • Wheeling

304-232-8510304-232-8510

304-845-4974
Rt 88 at Garvins Lane

	 •	 5 X 10
	 •	10 X 10
	 •	10 X 20

Office: 4676 Waynesburg Pike
Moundsville, WV 26041

Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org




