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W hat a wonderful joy fills us today 
as we ponder the inexhaustible 

mercy of God. “Mercy is the heart of 
God,” Pope Francis tells us. Imagine this 
dynamic, powerful, compassionate, 
piercing, embracing, loving, propelling, 
penetrating, absorbing, and enveloping, 
transforming presence of God flowing 
into the very depth of our souls. God’s 
mercy reveals all superficiality and 
falsehood, and lays bare all distortions, 
empty promises, weakness, and sin. 
 
“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to 
new life and instills in us the courage to 
look to the future with hope,” Pope 
Francis continues. God’s all-forgiving, 
compassionate love is with us. When we 

finally believe and accept that Christ’s 
resurrected transfigured presence 
resides with us, we then find within us a 
strong confidence to accept life’s 
imperfections and disappointments and 
move on. Every day is a new adventure 
in new life.  It doesn’t matter how many 
mistakes we made yesterday. All that 
matters is what we do tomorrow and 
what we learn along the way. It is so 
easy to remain tethered and mired in 
the past, but there is no need to do so. 
God is all about tomorrow and the work 
God has yet to do in our lives. 
 
Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the 
greatest of sinners and hope for the 
worst of disasters. There is nothing God 

cannot do and nothing God cannot 
fashion. The resurrected Christ stands 
before us with nail marks in his wrists 
and wounds on his body as a testament 
that not even injustice, suffering and 
death can trample over and destroy 
God’s mercy. What have we to fear? 
Why do we keep ourselves from peace? 
Our lack of faith prevents us from going 
forward and fully receiving the holiness 
God desires to breathe upon us. Breathe 
in God’s mercy, allow the wind of God’s 
presence to kiss all of your sins and 
caress all of your fears. Exhale peace. 
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Divine Mercy - Divina Misericordia - painting by Svitozar Nenyuk  
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https://www.preventchildabusenc.org/recognize-child-abuse-prevention-month/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/protection-children-young-people
https://catholiccharitieswv.org/


 

PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency or confidentially contact W.Va. Child 
Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
contacting civil authorities, please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  
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Office: 4676 Waynesburg Pike
Moundsville, WV 26041

Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org




