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There is something about being first. 

Whether it be first in line, first to be picked 

for the team, or the first one to finish their 

work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos 

love being first. It somehow sets us apart 

from everyone else, gives us a sense of pride 

and positions us to feel better than others. 

When we are first, we can glory in our 

efforts, skills, and achievements. Isn’t that 

what really matters? After all, we are taught 

from a very young age to be proficient, stay 

on top, be the best at what we do, and win 

the praise and esteem of others. This is the 

stuff that makes us successful and provides 

us with a comfortable, satisfying life. 

Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we 

anguish over mean little to the kingdom of 

God. You want to be first? Then, be a 

servant. All of this is the opposite of our 

often vehement pursuits. If we are serious 

about following Jesus and living the Gospel, 

then we must put the needs of others before 

our own. If we continue to listen only to the 

noise of the world, we are going to continue 

to believe the illusions we inherit. Those 

illusions come in many forms, but all have 

things in common: me before you, being on 

top and not the bottom, us versus them, 

personal security over universal harmony 

and peace.  

If we can break from the world’s noise and 

create a space of sacred silence in our lives, 

we can begin to listen and see that we are 

being called in another direction. What we 

really desire is not the bolstering of our egos 

but the innocence we lost somewhere along 

the way. When we can be playful, joyful, and 

even somewhat carefree, life is good. We 

want our relationships to work, a place to 

call home, and to live peaceful lives with our 

sisters and brothers. Only a servant can do 

this. The servant’s prayer seeks to detach 

from self-concern in order to be used by 

God. Rather than worrying about being first 

and coming out on top, we can be inspired, 

guided, empowered, and led to do good 

works. Stop worrying about being first and 

put greater energy into feeling joy. 
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Above: Father in front of Mary’s 
house. Photographs are not     
allowed inside, so we could not 
show Mass. Above right: Site of 
St. John’s tomb within the Basilica named for him.      
Inset: A close-up view of St. John’s burial marker. 

Above: Mass at the site where 
Lydia was baptized. Inset right: 
Father blessing Parishioner Linda 
Miller. Bottom left:  Map of the 
seven churches of Revelation. 
Bottom right: Paul’s steps. 

     Our heartfelt  

   condolences to 

        to the family 

   and loved ones of 

 Sandye Yoho.  



PLEASE CLICK HERE TO DONATE  

THANK YOU  

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual 
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement 
agency or confidentially contact W.Va. Child 
Protective Services at 800.352.6513. In addition to 
contacting civil authorities, please visit 
www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for 
additional information and reporting methods.  

https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=3ff87398-fcb3-47f4-b21c-326fba7e8de3&custom-templates=
http://www.dwc.org
https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?kn=763&typId=63703&step=2
https://cdu.catalog.instructure.com/%20courses/66849/enrollment/new.
https://cdu.catalog.instructure.com/%20courses/66849/enrollment/new.
https://www.foodforthepoor.org/
https://dwc.org/
https://www.foodforthepoor.org/
RedCrossBlood.org
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Office: 4676 Waynesburg Pike
Moundsville, WV 26041

Lutes & Kirby Vance Chapel
118 Grant Ave • Moundsville, WV

304-845-4560
“The Pre-Arrangement Funeral Home”

www.altmeyer.com

Since 1847

Funeral Homes & Crematory

“Celebrating Life and Honoring Memories” 
www.grisellfuneralhomes.com 

CONNIE E. GRISELL AND ELLIOTT G. GRISELL, LIC

MOUNDSVILLE
NEW MARTINSVILLE

BETHLEHEM
SARDIS

CLARINGTON
BELLAIRE 

Is the 
Lord 

Calling 
You?

Call Fr. Dennis Schuelkens in 
the Vocations Office of the 

Diocese of Wheeling - Charleston.

(304) 233-0880 Ext. 442

www.wvpriests.org

Lorri Grisell • 304-905-6900
www.lorrigrisellinsurance.com

Auto, Home, Life, Business, Mortgage, Financial Services
12 W. Bethlehem Blvd. • Wheeling, WV  26003

NMLS # 1437723
 Rocket Professional Mortgage

LET US PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Contact Jason Novicky
to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6542 




