ST. FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH

May 28, 2023

PENTECOST SUNDAY

“Let anyone who thirsts come to me and drink.”
- Jn 7:37b
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Condolences to the families of

Helfer, Carmina Oakland, Rachel
Kerekes, Phyllis Prado. Nursing

Robert Wayne Hoskins Homes: Earl Richards, Katie
and Renshaw, Joan Weekly, Ron
Sean Anthony Murphy Flading, Barb Meyer, Raymond

May they rest in peace

Pennybacker, Mary Yanen

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekends: Saturday - 4 p.m.
Sunday - 8 a.m., 10 a.m.

Holy Days: 8 a.m., 7 p.m.
Confessions: Saturdays at
3:30 p.m. or upon request.



Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
- you. As the Father has sent me, so | send
you.” And when he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you
forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins

\._ You retain are retained.”- jn 20:21-23 //
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May 28, 2023
Pentecost Sunday

I hope you’ll acknowledge with me a simple fact: it’s
not normal to have tongues of fire “part and come to
rest” on people. It is actually pretty strange. Yet that is
precisely what we celebrate in this feast of Pentecost.
How can this mean something to us in our daily lives?

Jews had a tradition that heaven is a temple made of
bricks of fire. So, through the apostles, the heavenly
temple is coming to earth. But this fire looks like
tongues, not bricks. That means that heavenly speech
will be crucial to building a dwelling place for God on
earth among men and women. So, it’s no surprise
when the apostles begin to speak in a miraculous way
that is understood by all language groups. They are
speaking of what God has done in and through Jesus:
bringing heaven to earth and uniting all peoples to God
and to each other.

How often our speech divides: gossip, slander, insults,
and so on. How strange and rare it is when people
speak in ways that truly unite instead of divide. Imag-
ine how powerful it would be if you and I began to
speak at home, at work, and in our community in a
way that made people hear heavenly speech. Imagine
if you spoke of the mighty deeds of God in a way that
everyone could understand. That’s precisely what the
Holy Spirit descends upon us to do. Ask Him to come
as a tongue of fire to you once again, and He will.
Then speak!

— Father John Muir
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New friends * Experiments * Snacks * Great Stories
Music * Surprising Adventures

Glen Dale United Methodist Church
invites you to join us for an out of this world
Vacation Bible School for kids PreK—5th Grade.
Save these dates : June 19th— June 23rd
Each day's fun happens from 6:00 — 7:30.
With a program and family dinner on Friday, June 23rd.
For more information please contact the Church Office :

(304) 845-1140
gdumc@comcast.net

Please sign up for our
Sistersville Ferry Trip on
July 6 from 6 to 9 PM:
Pizza, games and fun. You
can join the our children during the day for
their visit to country churches.

Above is Sister Agatha, supporting the
sacrament of marriage at the Klug
wedding in New Martinsville.

Pictured above are a few of this year's PSR class
with Father That Son and teachers, Mary Helen
Marling, Randy Swift and Christine King. Their
final class was this past Sunday. Our children are
lucky to have such devoted role models!



